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Transatlantic relations, especially those betw
een G

erm
any and the 

U
nited S

tates, w
hich are characterized by shared history and com

-
m

on values, are typically described as positive and robust. M
any 

G
erm

an-A
m

erican netw
orks and forum

s, how
ever, are outdated and 

stagnant. They do not adequately represent the young, em
erging 

generations and the diverse societies of both countries, w
ith w

hom
 

these traditional narratives no longer resonate.

In 2023, A
tlantik-B

rücke com
m

issioned YouG
ov to conduct tw

o sur-
veys, one in the U

nited S
tates and one in G

erm
any, w

ith represen-
tative sam

ples of 3,000 respondents each, to investigate the current 
state of transatlantic relations and identify w

here there is a need 
for change. The results clearly show

 that, in both countries, socio-
dem

ographic characteristics determ
ine w

ho shapes the transatlantic 
dialogue. A

ccess to transatlantic know
ledge and international rela-

tions is strongly influenced by factors such as age, gender, educa-
tion, standard of living, race, ethnicity, and m

em
bership of socially 

m
arginalized groups.

The follow
ing report review

s the key findings of the studies and 
highlights that the traditional m

odes of the transatlantic relationship 
m

ust be reform
ed to m

eet the challenges of the 21st century. O
ne 

thing is certain: In a changing w
orld, transatlantic relations m

ust 
continue to evolve.
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The U
nited S

tates is a diverse country —
 and it is becom

ing increas-
ingly m

ore so. W
ithin 20 years, the population w

ill no longer be m
ajority 

W
hite. A

ccording to the 2020 U
.S. C

ensus, the num
ber of H

ispanics in -
creased by 23 percent to approxim

ately 62 m
illion since 2010. B

y 2050, 
this num

ber w
ill increase to over 100 m

illion —
 w

ith an average age of 
under 31. S

o-called m
inority groups are changing the social structure of 

the U
.S., and younger generations are less likely to have E

uropean 
heritage or other personal ties to E

urope. This trend is confirm
ed by 

the study: 70 percent of respondents over the age of 41 identify as W
hite, 

largely traced back to European ancestry, in com
parison to only 55 percent 

of younger A
m

ericans betw
een 18 and 41 years of age. 

W
ith a m

ore diverse society and the associated decline in cultural and 
social ties, it is clear that interest in Europe, especially am

ong younger 
generations, is in decline and that transatlantic relations are no longer 
the core reference point in foreign policy.

The results also reveal that personal engagem
ent w

ith E
urope, G

er-
m

any, and transatlantic relations is significantly decreasing: this is 
true for travel, participation in exchange program

s, new
s consum

ption, 
and education.

A
dditionally, our study show

s that those w
ho actively participate in the 

transatlantic dialogue predom
inantly belong to the W

hite, educated 
m

iddle class:

→
  O

ne-third of U
.S. respondents have never been abroad, although there 

are strong regional differences: For exam
ple, only 40 percent of all 

people living in the southern states have ever been abroad. O
ne-third 

of respondents have traveled to E
urope. A

m
ong these, the larg-

est proportion are those w
ho have a college degree, identify as 

W
hite, and report a higher household incom

e: Fifty-six percent of 
respondents w

ith a four-year college degree have traveled to Europe 
(com

pared to only 20 percent w
ithout a college degree). W

hile 37 per -
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cent of W
hite respondents have been to Europe, this is true for only 

18 percent of H
ispanics, 21 percent of B

lack people, and 35 percent 
of other people of color. Forty-eight percent of respondents w

ith an 
annual household incom

e of at least $70,000 said they have been to 
Europe, com

pared w
ith only 22 percent of those earning less. Especially 

am
ong the younger generations w

ho express m
ore interest in travel-

ing or participating in exchange program
s to places outside Europe, 

financial constraints are the biggest hurdle (for alm
ost one-third).

→
  In addition, people in the U

.S
. are m

ore interested in national than 
international new

s. W
hite respondents reported consum

ing in-
ternational new

s m
ore frequently than people of color (70%

 vs. 
60%

) and also concerned them
selves w

ith E
urope m

ore frequently 
during their education (70%

 vs. 59%
). Younger generations w

ere also 
less likely to have intensively learned about Europe w

hile at school 
(61%

 vs. 68%
).

These developm
ents com

e at a price. Those less likely to engage w
ith 

E
urope through travel, participation in exchange program

s, new
s, or 

school coursew
ork, such as young people, people of color, and those 

w
ithout a college degree, attribute considerably less im

portance to 
transatlantic relations: 

→
  W

hile 72 percent of respondents over the age of 41 rate G
erm

an- 
A

m
erican relations as good, only 60 percent of younger respondents 

do so.

→
  Seventy-tw

o percent of W
hite respondents rate U

.S.-G
erm

an relations 
as good, com

pared w
ith only 64 percent of H

ispanic, 59 percent of 
A

sian, and 53 percent of B
lack respondents (w

ho also have m
uch 

higher levels of uncertainty).

→
  They are also m

ore likely to nam
e non-European countries such as 

M
exico (in the case of H

ispanics) or Japan (in the case of A
sian- 

A
m

ericans) w
hen asked to nam

e im
portant global partners. 
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In G
erm

any, the overw
helm

ing m
ajority sees the U

nited S
tates as a 

very im
portant foreign policy partner, and transatlantic relations are 

considered highly relevant. H
ow

ever, for G
erm

ans, access to  travel, inter-
national exchange program

s, and transatlantic know
ledge is also affected 

by sociodem
ographic factors.

A
lthough it is prim

arily highly educated m
en that cite foreign policy as 

an area of personal interest, 75 percent of all respondents describe the 
relationship betw

een G
erm

any and the U
.S. as good. The U

.S. (68%
) is also 

nam
ed as G

erm
any’s m

ost im
portant foreign partner m

ore frequently than 
the E

U
 (64%

). H
ow

ever, there are sm
all but notable regional differences: 

East G
erm

ans are slightly m
ore likely to view

 transatlantic relations as “not 
very im

portant” or “not at all im
portant” for them

 personally (47%
, W

est; 
52%

, E
ast); this is in contrast to W

est G
erm

ans, w
ho are significantly 

m
ore likely to view

 the U
.S. as a particularly im

portant international partner 
(70%

, W
est; 62%

, East).

The trends observed in the U
.S. are also seen in G

erm
any: People w

ith 
higher levels of education, from

 urban areas, and in higher incom
e 

brackets have better access to inform
ation on international relations 

than those in the respective com
parison groups.

 →
  A

lm
ost 9

0 percent of respondents in our G
erm

an survey say they 
have traveled abroad—

m
ost frequently w

ithin Europe (82%
). A

lm
ost 

a quarter have been to N
orth A

m
erica. Younger people, people 

w
ith a higher level of education, people from

 urban areas, and 
people in higher incom

e brackets travel m
uch m

ore frequently 
than those in the respective com

parison groups. N
orth A

m
erica is a 

destination chosen m
ore often by m

en (27%
 vs. 22%

); older peo-
ple (18–3

9: 22%
; 4

0–59: 23%
; 6

0+
: 28%

); people w
ith a higher 

 level of education (holding no high school certificate: 16%
; secondary 

school certificate or interm
ediate high school certificate: 22%

; high 
school diplom

a or technical college entrance qualification: 37%
); and 
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 people w
ith a higher household incom

e (up to €
18,000: 14%

; betw
een 

€
18,000 and €

36,000: 22%
; €

36,000 and above: 33%
).

→
  W

hile interest in national new
s, m

easured by daily consum
ption, is 

slightly greater am
ong all respondents than interest in international 

new
s (63%

 vs. 55%
), people w

ith a “m
igration background” and 

people of color (P
O

C
) are significantly less likely to consum

e 
international new

s on a daily basis (44%
 of people w

ith a m
igration 

background, 60%
 w

ithout a m
igration background; 45%

 P
O

C
, 58%

 
non-P

O
C

). The sam
e is true for national new

s (48%
 of people w

ith 
a m

igration background, 69%
 w

ithout a m
igration background; 50%

 
P

O
C

, 65%
 non-P

O
C

). 

→
  U

nsurprisingly, G
erm

ans w
ith low

er levels of education report 
having learned less about other countries and m

ore specifically 
about the U

nited States and transatlantic relations (23%
 vs. 18%

 vs. 
10%

). 

H
ow

ever, people w
ith a low

er level of education do not consider trans-
atlantic relations to be less im

portant, but rather to be “very” or “fairly” 
im

portant for them
 personally at a significantly higher rate than people in 

the com
parison groups (57%

 w
ithout a high school certificate, 46%

 w
ith 

a secondary school certificate or interm
ediate school certificate, 52%

 
w

ith a high school certificate or technical college entrance qualification). 
A

dditionally, education is not independent of other social and dem
o-

graphic factors. For exam
ple, w

hether a person lives in an urban or a rural 
area, their fam

ily’s standard of living, or physical and m
ental disabilities 

also have an influence on their educational path (identity characteristics 
that people them

selves often cannot influence).
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In the U
.S

., interest in E
urope is steadily declining, especially am

ong 
 younger generations w

ho have few
er and few

er fam
ily ties to Europe as 

a result of their ever-grow
ing ethnic and racial diversity. Financial lim

itations 
are a com

m
on barrier to traveling to Europe or participating in exchange 

program
s. Low

er consum
ption of international new

s and less exposure to 
transatlantic content at school also causes som

e groups to value trans -
atlantic relations less. This is particularly true for young people, people of 
color, and those w

ithout a college degree.

In G
erm

any, in contrast, there is w
idespread recognition of the im

portance 
of transatlantic relations, especially the relationship w

ith the U
.S., w

hich is 
seen as very im

portant by an overw
helm

ing m
ajority. N

evertheless, access 
to inform

ation on international relations is also influenced by sociodem
o -

graphic factors. Sim
ilar to the U

.S., in G
erm

any, it is evident that people 
w

ith higher levels of education, from
 urban areas, and w

ith higher incom
e 

are m
ore likely to engage w

ith these issues.

These findings raise m
ultiple questions: H

ow
 can m

arginalized groups, 
w

hich are increasingly shaping society, be involved m
ore fully in foreign 

policy decision-m
aking processes? H

ow
 can access to transatlantic rela -

tions be expanded for people from
 diverse backgrounds? W

hat structural 
changes need to be m

ade in foreign policy?

Equally, the findings of our studies underscore the need to m
ore  fully 

engage populations that have so far been underrepresented in trans-
atlantic relations. In both surveys, respondents agree that diverse voic-
es, life experiences, and perspectives should be heard in international 
dialogue. This is not only necessary from

 a social justice perspective but 
is also im

perative to revitalize the exchange. To rem
ain relevant and im

-
pactful, the character of transatlantic engagem

ent needs to adapt w
ith 

the changing societies in both the U
nited States and Europe. O

nly w
ith 

new
 voices and partners w

ill the G
erm

an-A
m

erican relationship be able 
to adequately address the challenges of the 21st century.

13
12 O

nly w
ith new

 vo
ices and partners 

w
ill the G

erm
an-A

m
erican  

relatio
nship b

e ab
le to

 adequately 

address the challenges o
f the  

21st century.



C
om

prehensive and innovative initiatives are needed to im
prove access to 

know
ledge on foreign policy and international relations. O

n this prem
ise, 

A
tlantik-B

rücke created its N
E

W
 B

R
ID

G
E

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
: a fully funded 

fellow
ship program

 that seeks to reflect the diversity of society, bal-
ance underrepresentation, and enrich G

erm
an-A

m
erican relations 

through m
ultifaceted perspectives. The program

 offers A
m

erican and 
G

erm
an young professionals from

 previously underrepresented groups 
the opportunity to engage in a participatory, interdisciplinary, and sus-
tained exchange about transatlantic relations during 10-day study tours 
to each other’s countries follow

ed by alum
ni activities. Through m

eetings 
w

ith political, business, and academ
ic decision-m

akers, as w
ell as visits 

to institutions, civil society organizations, and com
panies, the program

 
strengthens interest in G

erm
an-A

m
erican relations; creates starting 

points for future cooperation; and builds a new
, resilient, and con-

tem
porary transatlantic netw

ork.

A
lthough society as a w

hole needs to find solutions to ensure equal op-
portunities and inclusion across the board, the N

EW
 B

R
ID

G
E  P

R
O

G
R

A
M

 
is m

aking a key contribution to renew
ing the transatlantic dialogue, 

ensuring it is m
ore accessible, and m

aking it fit for now
 and the future.

 The N
E

W
 B

R
ID

G
E

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
 is supported by the Transatlantic P

ro-
gram

 of the Federal R
epublic of G

erm
any, funded by the E

uropean 
R

ecovery P
rogram

 (E
R

P
) of the Federal M

inistry for E
conom

ic A
ffairs 

and C
lim

ate A
ction (B

M
W

K
), and by the Federal Foreign O

ffice (A
A

) 
and the Joachim

 H
erz Foundation.

w
w

w
.atlantik-bruecke.org/en/events-overview

/ 
new

-bridge-program
-2/
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